[Anesthetists and continuing education].
Although the importance of continuing medical education (CME) is a recognized fact, its modalities are still a controversial matter. In order to obtain informations on the demands and the difficulties to which French anaesthetist (AN) are faced with, the Committee for Education of the French Society of Anaesthesia (SFAR) carried out an inquiry with a questionnaire circulated to 7000 AN. The rate of answers was about 10%. With regard to age, gender, mode of activity and length of service in the specialty, the group of responders was representative of the French population of AN. The inquiry seems to demonstrate a strong motivation for CME, as well as demands for training courses, courses extending over two days or more, and a self-assessment. The funding of the expenses as well as the difficulties to obtain a locum tenens were the two main obstacles which limited the access to CME.